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HEN the importance of our Lord's 
proper deity, the ample teſtimony it 
receives from ſcripture, and the many excellent 


pieces which have appeared in its defence, are 


conſidered, we may juſtly be aſtoniſhed that 


any who call themſelves chriſtians ſhould op- 
poſe it; but, alas! in every age, our own not 


excepted, ſome would deprive the Redeemer 
of his eſſential glory, and make him alto- 


gether ſuch an one as themſelves, 


This article of faith is of the utmoſt mo- 


ment. Herein lies the infinite beauty of 
Immanuel, on whoſe adorable perſon reſts the 


whole ſyſtem of the goſpel. *< This, faith 
* the great Dr. Owen, is the glory of our 


* holy religion and the goſpel, the ſole rock on 
« which our church is built, the only fpring of 


« preſent grace and future * Medilation 
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Thus it lays at the foundation of our hope; 
but, for the importance of this truth we 
may appeal to its adverſaries; they would 
not have taken the pains they have done 
in attempting to overthrow a doctrine which 
they really thought inſignificant; and ſince they 
are not '/eſs diligent, or more decent, than in 
time paſt, the preſent and eſpecially- the riſing 
generation ought to be reminded of him, 
unto whom they are directed for ſalvation. 


Seeing then it is of ſuch conſequence to 
know who, or what manner of perſon the 
Redeemer is; may we not juſtly lament the 
inattention of the generality to- this -capital 
point? In all appearance, ſcarce any thing is 
leſs underſtood or regarded by the multitude ; 
nor is it any cauſe of wonder, that they who 
are unſettled in their ideas about the perſon 


of Chriſt, ſhould be ſuperficial, inconſtant, 


and carried about with every wind, for he is 
the centre, and unleſs men are * rooted and 
« built up in him, they cannot be eſtabliſhed in 
< the faith.“ It is therefore a maſter-piece of 
craft in che enemy, to paſs over this great 
ans which 1 iS eſſential to the doctrine of the 
yo TR: 


PREFACE. we 
Trinity, that firſt and grand principle of re- 
vealed truth and the goſpel. The old Serpent 
well knows the inſufficiency . of every other 
4 doctrine that can be preached, if this lies 
1 neglected; namely, « that Jeſus is the Son 
of God, of the ſame divine nature. with the 
= Father and the Holy Ghoſt. I therefore 
* apprehend, that not to contend for this ſublime 
truth, or. not to. be explicit and earneſt in 
preſling it, under a notion of its being a mat- 
ter of controverſy, or becauſe ſome have been 
too critical and prying into. this adorable 
| myſtery, or that others, it may be, provoked 
6 by the inſolence of the daring oppoſer, have 
T:1 been rather too warm, is neither reaſonable 
nor ſafe, Far be it that on this, or any other 
occaſion, unhallowed fire ſhould kindle in 
our breaſts to the prejudice of vital religion! _ 
But I hope that there may be zeal for God EE. 
our- Saviour according to knowledge, and 9 
that the reader will own, that i in my attempt 
to illuſtrate his eternal exiſtence, I have not 
loſt ſight of the experience and practice of 
the ſaints, and indeed theſe are ſo far from 
being inconſiſtant, that true godlineſs is ever 
accompanied with a good underſtanding in 
him who is the fountain of life. 
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I rank not with thoſe able advocates for 

the truth, whoſe works will honor their names, 
and extend their uſefulneſs to future genera- 
tions, yet hope that my endeavour will not be 
impertinent or uſeleſs, or give offence to any 
that truly fear God. The doctrine 1 
plead for, and my ſenſe of the text are con- 
| firmed by the generality of orthodox writers, 
but I know of none who have enlarged 


on this ſingular proof of our Saviour's eter- 


nity, and if my thoughts on the paſſage, which 


are publiſhed not without earneſt requeſt, 


ſhould prove of any uſe, it will lay me under 
a freſh obligation to admire and praiſe the 


God of all grace, who at his pleaſure, employs 


the weakeſt inſtrument for his own glory, and 
the edification of his people: To his bleſſing 
I commend the enſuing diſcourſe, and without 
diſguiſe, ſubſcribe myſelf the cordial friend of 


all who are concerned for the honor of Jeſus 


and the ſpread of his goſpel, 


Toter ;- Buildings, Southwark, 
5 May Io, * | | 
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Tin 2.1 
ETERNAL EXISTENCE 


OF TH E 


LORD JESUS CHRIST. 


SE SSEODSSSTSSSHRCEASSOSERUSUNS 


Jon * viii. 3 


7 of fad unto them : Verily, verily, If * y 


uno you, Before Abrabam Was, 1 AM. 


11 AT think ye of Chriſt ? Whoſe 
ſon is he? are queſtions of no leſs 
importance to us than they were to 
the Jews. Juſt notions of the perſon of our 


Saviour are needful to a good underſtanding i in 
bis goſpel: and, my brethren, there is at leaſt 


one ſeaſon haſtening upon us, when our con- 


: ſolation and courage will very much depend 
on knowing whom we have truſted, 
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2 The eternal Exiſtence of the © 


The profeſſed deſign of this aſſociation is, 


that by communion in prayer, and in the 


word of falvation, we may build up one 


another on our holy faith, and promote the 
life and power of godlineſs. I heartily wiſh 


that this noble deſign was more univerſally 
regarded by thoſe of our ſeveral churches, who, 
in all appearance, might greatly encourage theſe. 


aſſemblies, and that our meetings were crowned 


with a viſible and glorious ſucceſs. Y 
As one means of promoting our union in i the 


truth, and thereby our peace and mutual affec- 


tion, I have choſe to fill up my part in the pre- 
lent ſervice, in reminding you of the perſon of 
our bleſſed Redeemer; and may the Spirit of the 


Lord enable us to behold his glory, that our 
hearts may be filled with reverence and joy ! 


The ignorance and prejudice of the Jews are 


manifeſt in their altercation with our Lord i in 
that diſcourſe which cloſes with the text; : 4 


conciſe view of which is in a manner neceſſary : 
to a compleat idea of the truth it contains z 


unto which 1 therefore invite your attention, | 
This diſcourſe was occaſioned by. our Savi- 


- our's exhorting thoſe whobelievedto abidein his 

word, and prove themſelves his real diſciples: in 
ſo doing, he aſſures them, that they ſhould know 
the truth, and obtain that freedom he came to 


deſtow, 


Lord Jrsus CAR r. 3 
beſtow, which was no other than a freedom 
from ſin, and to the fruition of life everlaſting. 

On the mention of freedom, the unbe- 


lieving Jews, who boaſted in the fleſh, were 


highly offended, and return with diſdain; 
verſe 33. We be Abraham's ſeed, and were 


never in bondage to any man; how ſayeſt thou, 
Le ſhall be made free ?— Nothing could be more 


falſe than what they aſſert; their fathers had 
been often in the hands of their enemies, and 
they themſelves were now in ſubjection to the 
Romans, though indulged with many choice 
liberties. Bur paſſing this by, Jeſus proceeds 
to the nature of that freedom he intended, and 


to point out their bondage to corruption; from 
which he intimates none but himſelf, the Son of 


the Father, oould deliver them. Indeed he owns | 
that they were Abraham's ſeed ; but at the ſatne 
time obſerves, that they did not his works, 


and that being ſtrangers to the faith of Abra- 
bam, and his love to God, although they 


deſcended from his loins, they had no good 


pretence to the character of his ſpiritual 


ſeed, but rather by their ſinful conduct, 
appeared to be the children of Satan. In 


Y 1 anſwer to this they reply, | verſe 4.1 b We be not 


born of fornication ; we have one father, even 
Cod. And it muſt be owned, that ſince their 
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1 The e! Exiſtence of the 


captivity in Babylon, idolatry was not the 


reigning fin of the Jews, yet the love of God 
was not in them, Jobn v. 42. as appeared 


by their conduct, and particularly their ha- 
tred of his Son, for it is a criterion of the 


children of God, that they love Jeſus Chriſt, 


the only-begotten of the Father, 1 John v. 1. 
And accordingly our Saviour proceeds, ver. 
42. F God were your Father, ye would love 


me, for I proceeded forth, and came from 
God. This might have awakened them, but 


alas! they were hardened in a vain conceit of 


themſelves, and therefore, as a further means 
of conviction, and to leave them without ex- 


cuſe, our Lord plainly tells them, Ye are of 


your father the devil. He then ſharply re- 
proves their perverſe unbelief, and till in- 
| fiſting on his own divine character, declares, 


ver. 51. If any man keep my Joying he al 
never ſee death. 
The Jews had before eilen Chriſt 


with the hateful name of a Samaritan, 
and one poſſeſſed with a devil, and taking 
him here in a carnal ſenſe, they break out in a 
kind of infolent triumph, ſaying, Now we 


know that thou haſt a devil. Abraham is dead, 


and the prophets; and thou ſayeſt, If a man keep 
_ my Jong be ſpall never Sha of death. Art thou 


greater 
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Lok Dp J ESsus CHRIST. 5 
greater than our father Abraham which is dead; ? 


And the prophets are dead: Whom makeſt thou 


thyſelf 2 Nevertheleſs, Jeſus. abides by the 
teſtimony he had given, and aſſerts, that this 
honour he had from his Father, whom they 


ſtiled their God, but of whom they were 


ignorant: And with reſpect to Abraham, 
faith he, Your father Abraham rejoiced to ſee | 
my day: and be ſaw it, and was glad; q. d. 


Abraham, in whom you boaſt, and whoſe 


children you would be thought, would not 
have treated me in the manner you do. Abra- 
ham was tranſported with a deſire of ſeeing my 


day, and obtaining his with in a certain, 
though diſtant proſpect of the ſame, by the 


Spirit of God, he rejoiced in the view. 

 TheFJews being yet without underſtanding, 
and apprehending that they had ſurely now 
caught him, ſcornfully return, Thou art not yet 


fifty years old, and haſt thou ſeen Abraham ? q. d. 


& £5 


thou art but of yeſterday, and as it were in 
thy nonage ; thou. art ſcarcely attained to years 
of diſcretion, and doſt thou pretend to have 


ſeen Arabam, who hath been hundreds of 


years in the grave? what a ſtrange and con- 
fident ſaying is this! Thou haſt plainly a de- 
vil, and art not to be regarded, but deſerve 


to be treated as an impoſtor. 
This 


2 * 4 2 
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6 The elerval Exiſtence of the 


This mannerofreaſoning, in objectionto what 


our Lord had declared, ſeemed plauſible on their 


carnal principles, though in fact they miſrepre- 
ſent his aſſertion; he ſaid not that he had ſeen 
Abraham, but that Abrabam bad ſeen his day: 


but Jeſus, to end the diſpute, gives a full 


and final confirmation of his divine character 
in the text. To ſhew, that on their own ſuppo- 


ſition he had ſpoken the truth, and that his ac- 


quaintance with Arabam did not depend on his 
exiſtence in the fleſh, he pronounces theſe 


words, Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, before 
Abraham was, 1 AM. 

By this grand and ſingular declaration, 
Chriſt explains the myſtery of his diſcourſe : 


It confirms every thing that he had ſaid 
of himſelf as the Son of the Father, 
whom he ſent into the world, and the 


fountain of life everlaſting ; but on a princi- 
ple which theſe men, and thoſe who lean to > their 
own underſtanding, cannot receive. 

By the conduct of the Fews, it appears 


that they underſtood the meaning of our Lord, 
and perceived his intention, but being 
poſſeſſed with | inſuperable prejudice againſt 
kim and the truth, they could not embrace 
it; they did not believe that he was what he 


declared himſelf t to be; and were threrefore filled 
with 


Loxp Jzsvs CunisT. 7 
with indignation and wrath, inſomuch that, as 
in the caſe of Stephen, with one accord, they took 
up ſtones to caſt at him, and would have cer- 
tainly ſtoned him to death; but we are told, 
that Jeſus hid himſelf, and went out of the temple, 
going through the midſt of them, and ſo paſſed by. 
That he hid himſelf behind one of the pillars, 
or that he was concealed in a croud of his 
friends, are conjectures, in my! opinion, 
mean and improbable, they are inconſiſtent 
with his going through the midſt of the peo- 
ple; and the account plainly ſuggeſts, that he 
_ withdrew himſelf in a ſupernatural way, pro- 
per to a divine perſon only, whoſe nature is 
imnviſible: As one juſtly obſerves, « He 
as it were wrapped up his humanity in his 
« deity.” And had not theſe men been ama- 
zingly hardened, the miraculous manner in 
which they ſuddenly loſt him, or rather in 
which he eſcaped from their hands, would 
have convinced them that he muſt be indeed 
an extraordinary perſon, if not, that truly 4215 
man was the Son of God. 
Thus ſtand e the words bende us; 
and it appears that our Saviour's deſign in the 
paſſage, is to prove himſelf the Son of God, 
whom the Father ſent into the world, that We 
might live e him, 1 John i iv. 9. 01 as 


itt; 


8 _ The eternal Exiſtence of the 
it is expreſſed in chap. v. 20. that he was 
#he true God, and eternal life, So then, in gene- 
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ral, by this peculiar and ſtriking teſtimony 


of Jeſus, concerning himſelf, he unvails his 
glory, and lays open the foundation of his 


people's adoration and confidence to the end of 
the world. A paſſage which the enemies of 


the goſpel have found hard to gloſs over and 
ſoften, that they might mould it to their car- 

nal conception of things, and the low conceits 

they entertain of the perſon and work of the 


Meſſiah. 
Having cleared the way, and given a 


: general view of this intereſting portion 


of ſcripture, to our further APO 


I ſhall, 


I. More particularly examine the text, and 
endeavour to make it appear, that our Lord 


aſſumes to himſelf, nothing leſs than a nature 
5 truly, and properly divine. 


II. Advance ſome notes on che ſubject. 
And then, 
III. Attempt to Airy up your hearts by way - 
of reflection. 


I 


: T Theſubſtanceofthe text liest in theſe words, - 
Before Abrabam was, I AM. This report is in- 
troduced in a very earneſt and ſolemn manner, 

_ RECs = 
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to excite a regard and credit of the truth. 
Here are manifeſtly two perſons exhibited, 
namely, Abraham and Chriſt; theſe are ſet in 
competition in point of antiquity, or paſt 
duration, and the latter is expreſly declared 
to have the preference, or to be before the 
former was. Our buſineſs is to conſider the 
ſenſe of the paſſage, and to confirm the deſign | 
of our Lord in pronouncing it; that being 
fully perſuaded of the truth, our hearts may 
be eſtabliſhed in the faith of Jeſus, and we 
may abound in hope of eternal life. The 
words may be fairly tranſpoſed, and the queſ- 
tion put thus, how are we to underſtand our 
Saviour when he faith, 1 A M. before Abra- 
ham was? | 
Some apply 3 it to the FE of the Father, 
and give this ſenſe, namely, That Chriſt 
was ſet up and appointed before Abraham was 
born in the world; and that this was in kind- 
. neſs revealed to that eminent patriarch. This 
no doubt is true, and amounts to what is aſ- 
ſerted in ver. 56. Thus the learned Grotious 
and Dr. Hammond ; though not to the exclu- 
ſion of an higher ſenſe; but, with ſubmiſſion, 
to be in the divine decree, in point of ex- I 
iſtence or office, antecedent to Abraham's birth, 
Was not peculiar to Chriſt; the eternal decree 
= e 
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of the Almighty hath every perſon and event 
for its object: He worketh all things after the | 


counſel of his own will. Eph. i. 11. It would have 


been no high thing, or any cauſe of offence 


to the Jews, for our Lord to have aſſerted his 
Priority to Abraham in this reſpect. Beſides, 
the queſtion is not who was firſt ordained, but 
who firſt aZually exiſted. 


But our principal concern is againſt the 


popular ſenſe of thoſe who ſtumble at the 
deity of our Lord, and who eſteem him no 
more than a man, and whoſe notions of his 


office and work are mean in proportion. 


"Theſe gentlemen have recourſe to a ſtrained 
and trifling ſenſe; a ſenſe inconſiſtent with 
the ſcope of the place, and entirely ground- 
leſs. They obſerve that the original * expreſ- 


ſion rendered was in the text, ſignifies not 


barely zo be, but 40 be made. It is therefore, 
ſay they, not to be underſtood that Abraham 


merely was, but that he was made; that is, 
they ſay, made the father of many nations; 
as God had promiſed he ſhould be. So 
then they turn the words thus: 7 4 M, i. e. 


I am the Meſſiah before Abraham is made 
- the father of many nations; and thus the 


Saviour is repreſented as intending by this 


ſolemn 
| Hude, 4 fa to be born, made, or to exiſt, 


LorD JEsvs CHrisrtT, 11 
ſolemn declaration no more than that he was 
manifeſted the Chriſt before Abrabam, through 
the call of the Gentiles, became an heir of 
the world, and the father of all nations, ac- 
cording to prophecy. | 
In anſwer to this gloſs on the text many 
things have been juſtly replied, and more 
might be added if needful. In general it is 
] weak, impertinent, illuſive, and in a word, 
very unworthy the * of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt. For, 


1. The Gentiles were not to be called till 
Pe Meſſiah appeared : Then, and not till 


then, was the goſpel to be preached in all 
the world, and to every creature; even when 


Jeſus, having finiſned his work on the croſs, T 


was exalted with power. 


2. To be before Abraham i in this "I was 
common to every perſon who lived on the 
earth antecedent to this great event; and con- 
ſequently was no leſs applicable to the Jews 
than to our Saviour himſelf, And, 

3. Not a word is ſaid about Abraham be- 
ing the father of many nations, nor any 
alluſion thereto throughout our Lord's diſ- 
4 _ courſe; ſo that they who urge this opinion, 
unnaturally and | boldly intrude a ſubject 

. the 


12 The eternal Exiſtence of the 
the context has nothing to do with, in 
qrder to evade the ſenſe of the text. Again, 


4. It hath been juſtly obſerved that this is 


to introduce a myſtical- ſenſe of Abraham, 
whereas nothing can be plainer than that 
Abraham is here ſpoken of in a proper or 
literal one. Theſe gentlemen - are not fo 


averſe to myſtery, or myſticai doctrine, but 
that they can have recourſe thereto when it 


anſwers their purpoſe. Beſides, as hinted, 


as the term rendered was ſignifies to be born, 


fo from the ſeries of the diſcourſe it is evident 
that the oppoſition lies between the birth of 
Abraham and the exiſtence of Chriſt. Our 


Lord manifeſtly intends nothing leſs than | 
to ſhew that he pre-exiſted Abraham's day. 


5 And further, 


OT} ſenſe renders our Saviour* 8 reply 
to the Jews foreign and ſophiſtical. The 


ee een, a i ee 
fifty years old, could have ſeen Abraham, 
«who had been in the ſtate of the dead many 


* hundred years.” And the deſign of Chriſt 
is to ſhew that this is eaſily accounted for, 
ſeeing he exiſted the Son of God in the 


time antecedent to that in which Abraham 


lived, even from the beginning, and 
accord- 


Lord JESUS CHRIST. 13 
accordingly Novation *, a. famous elder of 
Rome, in his piece on the Trinity, which is 
highly commended, thus argues on the place, : 
"A; faith he, Either Chriſt lied, and put a cheat 
| „ on the Jews; if being from Abrabam he 

« was not before him; or he was before 
« him, being the God of Abrabam.” But 

ſurely, 
6. Our Lord was in very good earneſt, 
ſince he ſolemnly introduces the aſſumption, 
contained in | theſe words, with a double 
_ aſſeveration : © Yerily, verily 1 ſay unto IO - 
And finally, 
F. It is clear from the conduct of the Jews 
that they had no ſuſpicion that our Lord was 
not ſerious in what he declared. Had they 
taken him in a ſophiſtical way, they might 
very juſtly, and they certainly would not 
have failed to have upbraided him as a de- 
ceiver; which would have anſwered their 
deſire of proving him an impoſter; but for 
which they would not have attempted to ſtone. 


him: this they never did but under a notion 
of W ae | 


"Thaw 
e lived about Fi middle of the third century, —_ 
Whoſe writings were much regarded, and eſpecially his = 
book De Trinitata, from whence the above paſſage is 
| taken.—See Dr. Gill's Cauſe of Ged and Trath, vol. IV. 
and Dr. Wn hitby's paraphraſe on the dext, Ke. 
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Thus it appears there is not the leaſt ade 
of a reaſon for the ſenſe theſe men would im- 


poſe on the text, and the attempt only ſhews 


the ſhifts unbelievers are put to, and the ma- 


nifeſt prejudices they are under; and likewiſe 


that their hatred of the truth frequently 
prompts them to a violation of reaſon, com- 
mon ſenſe, and modeſty; and while they de- 


claim the myſtery of godlineſs, they can run 
into all manner of abſurdity in their oppoſition 


to the goſpel, and are even fometimes guilty 
of preſumption and falſhood.. 


Theſe gloſſes refuted, we now proceed to 
a more direct and careful inſpection into the 
words of the text; which I pray may be at- 
| tended with candour, and may it yield us 
ſatisfaction and joy! Before Abraham was fr 
AM. What is the meaning of theſe words, 
and what doth our Lord hereby aſſume to 
himſelf? We are to keep in remembrance 
that our text is plainly in anſwer to this queſ- 
tion of the Fews z namely, how Chriſt, being 
himſelf not fifty years old, could have ſeen 
Abraham? and that the deſign of our Lord in 
general, is to ſhew that this was no juſt ob- 
jection to his acquaintance with Abraham : 
8 Before Abrahen was, made, begotten, ex- 


« iſted, 
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« iſted, or born, take which word you will, 
« T AM, q. d. True, I am comparatively 
« young, my birth is well known, I am not 
« yet fifty, no, nor yet much more than thir- 
e ty years old, and Abraham your father is 
« dead, and hath laid in the grave many hun- 
e dred years; ſo that I confeſs his day was 

« far diſtant from mine, nevertheleſs, behold 
I am before him: my exiſtence is not to be 
c dated from my incarnation, or meaſured by 
« the time I have lived in the fleſh; I exiſted 
previous to my coming into the world; be- 
8 « fore Abraham was I AM.“ 
The change of the Phraſe is very remarkable; ; 
our Lord faith not, I was, but 1 AM. Jobn 
the Baptiſt bears teſtimony to Chriſt's pre- 
exiſtence, and alſo to his being the Son of God, 
in theſe words, Ile was before me. Jobn i. 30, 
36, compared; and the ſame term would have 
ſufficiently expreſſed-our Saviour's pre- exiſtence 
to Abrabam, and fully anſwed the objection of 


the Jews, which vaniſhes away on the credit 


of this truth, that Chriſt was before Mrabam; 
yet, as hath been juſtly obſerved, our Lord's 
reply would have then been defective ; it would 
{till have remained a queſtion ho he was before 
Avraham? à queſtion the Fews might naturally 
HY LY aſk; 


ER - be eternal Exiſtence of the 


aſk: It was therefore the wiſdom of Chriſt to uſe 


a phraſe which in cludes both; a phraſe which 


left no room for any further queries reſpecting 


the point in debate, and at the ſame time gives 


him the glory of the only begotten of the Fa- 


ther, which was the grand thing to be proved 


in the whole of his diſcourſe. In a word, this 


teſtimony of our Lord carries in it more than 


barely that he was before Mrabam; this might 

be ſaid of Adam, or Noab, and others. 
Chriſt evidently intends that he exiſted the 
vVhole time antecedent to Abraham's day, even 


from the beginning; which amounts to an aſ- 


ſertion that his exiſtence. was eternal *, and 


anſwers to the divine character he aſſumes i in 


his goſpel. 


Let us carefully attend to the expreſſion of 


our Lord, and what they i import, as they are 


circumſtanced in the text. He faith, 1 4 M. 


A ſhort, but profound and copious ſentence. 


Not I am the Chriſt; Iam he that is of God, 


and from above; or I am the Son of God, or 


I am the King of Heel; theſe additions, as it 

were, 

2 Dr. Hammond bimfelf gives this as the primary ſenſe of 
of the paſſage: His paraphraſe on the words is as fol- 

lows, I have a Being from all eternity, and fo before 

* Abraham was born, and therefore as young as you 


take me to be in reſpect of my age, I may well have 
G.; ſeen and known .4braham, | 
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were, cover the words, and conceal the truth 
they contain from the eyes of the unwary. 
We are to note that Chriſt is not ſpeaking of his 
office character, but of his nature and exiſtence. 
Now in deſcribing of this he declares preciſely 
and emphatically I 4M: neither leſs nor 
more than J A M. The period is complete, 
and fully expreſſes the meaning of our Sa- 

viour; nor can any addition be juſtified. They 
are words which paſs underſtanding, and which 
no creature on earth, or in heaven can with de- 
cency appropriate to himſelf; words that are 
without idea, or quite unintelligible in any 
bother view than that in which Jehovah ap- 


plies them, namely, to exprels his eternal and 


unchangeable nature. A man, faith a 
celebrated writer *, cannot in his mind 
<« carry the preſent time back to make it an- 
a tecedent to the time already paſt. But 
© this our Lord doth in the text; he is plainly 
ſpeaking of his exiſtence antecedent to Abra- 
ham's day, which was more than two thouſand 
years paſt; yea, and of that pre-exiſtence 
without limitation, which carries us back to 
eternity, and can be reſolved into the divine 
nature alone ; in reference to which there is, 
„% og properly | 
9 *Bp SherkeP' Dikboarſes, Yo, Iv. | Page 14. 


18 The eternal Exiftence of the 
properly ſpeaking, neither paſt nor to come; 
but, as ſome have expreſſed it, an eternal 
How. | e 
This ſublime and comprehenſive phraſe 


was familiar to the Jews, ſince the time of 


Moſes, by whom we know God revealed him- 


ſelf under this name, when he viſited his peo- 


ple in Egypi : And God ſaid unto Moſes, I AM 
that I AM. T bus ſhalt thou ſay unto the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, I AM hath ſent me unto you. 
_ Exod. iii. 14. 1 AM that I AM, faith 


ce the pious and learned Mr. Ainſworth, pro- 
e perly ſignifies, Iwill be that I will be; and 
e jmplies God's eternal and unchangeable 


„Being in himſelf *.” Eternity and immu- 


tability ſeem primary ideas in the phraſe, and 
theſe are inſeparably connected with his al- 


ſufficiency and faithfulneſs. 
This divine ſentence is exceedingly grand; 


and we are told that the heathens were vain 
enough to inſcribe ſomething like this on ſeve- 


ral of their temples, whoſe idols were nothing, 


but our Redeemer is the true and living God, 
. | the 


N See Ainſworth on the place. ene e DOR 
The future tenſe, which includes the paſt and the pre- 


ſent, according to the idiom of the Hebrew language, 
ſome render it, I am the ſame that ever I was or ever 
i« will be.“ See Toast | Annotations, > 
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the Creator of all things: The] ſame yeſterday, 
to-day, and for ever. Heb. xiii. 8. Of whom 
it is declared, Rev. xvi. 5. O Lord, which 
art, and waſt, and ſhalt be. In which, and 
in other places, this glorious name of the im- 
mutable God is evidently applied to the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, There is therefore the higheſt 
| reaſon to conclude that in this declaration 
our Saviour aſſumes to himſelf no other, or leſs 
than eſſential and proper divinity. | 
An ingenuous writer hath ſome very judi- 
cious and, ſtriking remarks on the fore- 
mentioned paſſage in Exodus, which I take 
leave to mention: * Our great Creator, ſaith 
„ he, by this revelation of himſelf, does in a 
manner exclude every thing elſe from a real 

e exiſtence, and diſtinguiſhes himſelf from 
« his creatures as the only Being which truly 
« and properly exiſts: every creature indeed 
„ hath a real exiſtence in its kind, but that 
« exiſtence, which is made up of paſt, pre- 
| « ſent, and to come, or of ſucceſſive dura» 
« tion, is but the ſhadow of exiſtence com- 
e pared with the eternal God, who exiſts 
in and of himſelf, and by the name I A 
« aſſumes to himſelf a real, neceſſary, volun- 
3 tary, and unchangeable exiſtence, and 


. 2 bh thereby | 


it 
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thereby exhibits to the faith of his people 


e the immutability of his counſel, and his 
e faithfulneſs to his word.” This may ſerve 
as a further illuſtration of the genuine im- 
port of this glorious name of the eternal God, 


which our Lord adopts to himſelf in the 


text. 
Eternity, or infinite and immutable du- 
ration, no creature can fully comprehend. 


Our finite and impaired capacities are ſoon 
| loſt in the contemplation of eternal exiſtence, 


nor can we form an adequate idea thereof; a 


pretence to the knowledge of this manner of 
_ Exiſtence is vain and abſurd; but there is 
nothing more certain or obvious to the eye of 
reaſon than this, that as no creature could ; 


poſſibly make itſelf, a Being mult have eter- 


nally exiſted, whoſe perfections are diſplayed 


in the works of creation. On this firſt na- 


tural and unſhaken principle the Apoſtle 
argues that the heathen world ſtood con- 
demned, and were quite inexcuſable in their 
idolatry : For the inviſible things of him from 
the creation of the world are clearly ſeen, being 


underſtood by the things that are made, even bis 
eternal power and Godbead; ſo that "hey are 
without excuſe. Rom, i 1. 20. 


ow 
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Now this eternity of the omnipotent and 
immutable Jehovah is abundantly revealed in 
his word, to encourage the hope of the faith- 
ful, Deut. xxxiii. 27. ſaith Moſes to Iſrael, 


| The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath 


are his everlaſting arms. Again, 1 Sam. xv. 
29. The Strength, or Eternity of Iſrael, will 


not lie. And again, Ja. lvii. 15. he ſtiles 


himſelf The high and lofty One that inbabiteth 


eternity. i. e. that dwelleth in himſelf, whoſe 
| nature and exiſtence is eternal. Theſe, and 


many other ſcriptures, ſhew that they who 
truſt in God are called to converſe by faith 
with his eternal exiſtence and immutable 
nature, as a ground of their confidence. 
We have ſeen that God made choice of theſe 


words I AM to expreſs his own eternity, and 


that in our text they can ſignify nothing if 


they do not convey an idea of eternal exiſ- 


tence; it is therefore unreaſonable not to 
allow them the ſame ſenſe when applied to our 


Saviour, unleſs a reaſon could be aſſigned why 
they ſhould be applied unto him without any 


meaning at all. When our Lord faith, Before 
Abraham was I AM, doth it not favour of 


prejudice to heſitate aſcribing to him the ſame 
divine N aſſumed by God in the 


time 


22 The e Exiſtence of the 
time of Moſes by the identical expreſſions ? ? 4 
And what can excuſe the boldneſs of Chriſt in 
applying theſe words to himſelf on the occaſion 
he did, but a participation of thatdivine nature = 
this name of the Lord comprehends ? They 
had never been uſed but by the immutable God, . 
and to make himſelf known to the chil- 5 
dren of Iſrael; and if Jeſus was only a man, 
what could tempt him to appropriate this 
peculiar and myſterious name of Jehovab, un- 
der which he revealed his glorious eſſence to 
his people, and thereby juſtly expoſe himſelf 
to the charge of a moſt daring impiety ? 
Surely no one that hath any notion of the ho- 
lineſs or wiſdom of our Saviour, can: admit 
that if he was a mere creature he would have 
bordered ſo nearly on blaſphemy; or rather 
fo notoriouſly blaſphemed ! | 
But as the ſcripture declares in (OY many 
words that the Son of God, who came from 
the Father, 7s the true God; they accordingly 
aſcribe unto our divine Immanuel all that is 
comprehended in theſe words 1 AM. John i. 
1. In the beginning was the Word. i. e. From 
cternity, before any ching was made or creat- 
ed; agreeable to Gen. i. 1. In the beginning 
5 Ged created the heavens and the earth. In like 
manner 
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manner of Jeſus, by whom all things were 
Created, it is ſaid, Col. i. 17. He is before all 
things. 1. e. exiſted from eternity, as he muſt 
indeed if all things were made by him. 
But of the eternity and immutability of our 
Saviour, to the paſſages already occaſionally 
touched on, many others might be joined to 
confirm it. In 1 Tim. i. 17. he is ſtiled The 
King eternal. And in Rev. i. 8. he faith, Tam 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, 
which is, and which was, and which is to come, 
the Almighty . If any think that place refers 
do the Father, what leſs doth he himſelf 
\ aſcribe to his Son, Heb. i. 12, Thou art the 
ſame. In the Pſalm referred to, it literally 
runs, Thou art be, i. e. unchangeably the 
ſame, or of eternal duration; and from this 
immutability of nature his people are per- 
ſuaded of his inviolable faithfulneſs, as it is 
. IO written, 
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* Some apprehend theſe words are ſpoken of the Father, but 
the like deſcription is given of him in a preceeding verſe, 
And Jeſus is the laſt perſon ſpoken of in the context: the 
words are therefore with reaſon taken as an aſcription 
of the ſame divine eſſence to Chriſt, as was before aſ- 
cribed to the Father; and ſurely this may be done with 
ſobriety and truth, ſince he is expreſly declared to be | 
the brightne/s of the Father's glory, and the expreſe image | = 
of biz perſon. Heb. i. 3. | - _ 


1 


24. The eternal Exiſtence of the 
written, 2 Tim. ii. 13. If we believe not, yet 
he abideth faithful; he cannot deny himſelf. 

So then the oracles of truth will abundant- 
ly juſtify our interpretation of the words in 


their full, proper, and peculiar ſenſe, in which 


they are manifeſtly appropriated in the Old 
Teſtament; and in which ſenſe they well 


ſupport the character of our bleſſed Redeemer 
as the eternal and unchangeable God. And 


Indeed i it is not only evident that he is poſiefſed 
of the ſame glorious nature aſſumed by the 


Lord in this divine name revealed unto Moſes, 


. but it appears that he was the ſelf. ſame divine 


Perſon who dwelt in the buſh, and ſent his 
ſervant unto Pharoah. In ver. 2, he is ſtiled | 
the angel of the Lord, but he is likewiſe ex- 


preſly called God, whom |Moſes turned aſide 


to ſee. And in ver. 6, he faith, 7 am the God 


of Abraham, the God of Jaac, and the God of 
: Facob, and Moſes hid his face, for be was 


afraid to lock upon God. Now the Redeemer | 


alone ſuſtains this character of the angel, as 
in Gen. xlvili. 16. Even the meſſenger of the 
covenant, whom the Jews expected. Mal. iii. 1. 
This divine uncreated Angel is no other than 


F his 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſaid unto Maſes, 


of Moſes, or would prevent his ſeeing that 


Lord Jzxvs CunisT. 25 


4 Thus ſhalt thou ſay unto the children of Iſrael, 
IAM bath ſent me unto you. Exod, 
3 lit. 14. 

Upon the whole, what but ignorance, 
1 through an inexcuſable neglect of the ſerip- 
tures, or a manifeſt prejudice againft the 
| deity of Chriſt, will incline any perſon to 
_ conſider the text in any lower or other ſenſe, 
than the ſame words are taken in the paſſage 


Jeſus claims the eternity and permanent dura- 
tion which belongs to the divine nature, and 


do him as the only begotten of the Father? 


And ſurely here is more than a bare, yea 
than a ſtrong intimation of the deity of 
| Chriſt. I think that the words come not 
behind any in the whole book of God, which 


teſtifieth of the true and proper divinity of 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and I hope it ſuffici- 
ently appears, from what hath been faid, 
that in this declaration he aſſumes nothing 
leſs than a divine nature and character. 


Having minutely conſidered the ſenſe and 
4igns of the text, I proceed, 


3 u. To 


26 The. eternal Exiſtence of the 


II. To advance ſome notes on the ſubject : 
And, 8 


Note I. We may remark that Chriſt Jeſus 
exiſted before his incarnation. Our Lord had a 
Being antecedent to his conception in the 


womb of the virgin, or his coming into this 
world. This is the firſt and a neceſſary idea of 
the paſſage: In whatever ſenſe Chriſt was 


before Abrabam, who had been ages paſt 


dead, in that ſenſe he pre-exiſted his own life 


in the fleſh, which was ſhort of fifty years 


ſtanding. This is mentioned for order ſake, 


and is too obvious to need any proof. I there- 


fore paſs on to 


Note II. The nature in n which our Saviour 
W his aſſumption of the fleſh: 
This is a point of no ſmall importance, and 
it appears from the text that he pre-exiſted in 
that nature which is truly me ' properly 


divine. 


Was Chriſt bafore Abraham : 2 how! 1 Hear 


lis own words, Before Abraham was 1 AM. 
q. d. Before Abraham was born I exiſted 


<« in deity; in my own ineffable manner of 
_ « exiſtence, which I have in myſelf from 


« everlaſting; in the ſame nature common 


0 to me and my F ather, of whom ye fa he 
MY 
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« is your God.“ If theſe words 1 AM 


expreſs our Lord's eternal and divine na- 


ſtture, which I hope hath been proved, it is 


then plain that he ſpeaks of that, and of that 


+ N only, as the nature in which he pre-exiſted. 


4 Hence it might have been expected that no | 
bother idea of Chriſt's pre-exiſtence ' would 


have taken place in the minds of them who 
are convinced of his proper deity, and who 


diſcern the evidence that ariſeth from the text 


to that great article of faith; yet ſome have 


been fond of promoting an opinion that the 


human ſoul of our Redeemer pre-exiſted his 
taking fleſh of the virgin; yea, and have 


imagined that it was the firſt of all created be- 
ings: and many things have been broached 


on that head, which will not bear the 
Araki cFirth; Y 9 UL 4 
It would be unprofitable to oppoſe the harm- 
leſs opinions of any, but this notion, at leaſt in 


the light in which ſome men would place it, 


appears to me of a very ill tendency; and 

being naturally led to the ſubject, I cannot 
but drop a few hints about it, which I hope 
will not be unſeaſonable. 


That the ſoul of Chriſt was the firſt of all 


* creatures is chiefly pretended from Col. i. 1 * 


De Where 


28 The eternal Exiſtence of the 
where the Son of God is ſaid to be the“ ffnſt 
born of every creature. But that expreſſion, 
however plauſible it may ſeem, on duly at- 
| tending the context, will fail of ſupporting 
this unſcriptural opinion. The term may ſignify 
that Chriſt is the firſt parent, beginning, or 
author of every creature; as ſome learned 


men have obſerved; or as others ſuggeſt, it 


may expreſs his right of inheritance in every 
creature, which no doubt reſults from his 


being the Creator of all things. I take not 
upon me to judge of the critical ſenſe of the | 


word, but it is obvious that theſe ſenſes con- 


fiſt well together, and that both agree with 
the ſcope of the place; and whatever may be 
the ſenſe of that expreſſion, it certainly enters | 
into the divine character of our Lord; it 


| ſtands in cloſe connection with his being ſtiled 
the Image of the inviſible God, and the Creator 


of all things in heaven and in eartb; and with 
his being declared before all things; yea, and 
him by whom all things conſiſt, verſes 16 and 17. 


And will any aſſert that either of theſe can 


be juſtly aſcribed to the human nature 2 | 
Chriſt ? Neither do they belong to his medi- 


atorial character, the glories of which are 
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diſtinctly laid out in the verſes immediately 
following. 

I ſee no part of the goſpel illuſtrated on a 
ſuppoſition that Chriſt's human ſoul pre- 
exiſted his appearance on earth : on the con- 
trary, it tends to confound our ideas of 
his perſon, and to repreſent his taking of 

fleſh as no more than his human ſpirit aſſum- 

ing a natural body; whereas his body and 

| fleſh are ſynonomous phraſes, and always im- 
ply that perfect human nature he aſſumed 
when he appeared in the end of the world, 
af which the foul is an eſſential, and principal 
branch. If the human ſoul of Chriſt pre- 
exiſted, ſo did all human ſouls, for he was, 


in his human nature, in all things made like 


unto his brethren ; but we have no ſuch ac- 
count of the creation in the nn. of 
God. 
Some heathen a indeed have at- 

tempted to account for the origin of moral evil, 

by ſuppoſing that + God created the ſouls of all 

men at firſt, and that each ſoul ſinned in its 
pre- exiſtent ſtate, and hence was condemned 


to the ſorrows of this mortal body. But 


chriſtians have no need of this fancy to help 
1 their underſtanding in the introduction of 


ſin; 
+ Dr. * Body of Divinity, Vol, J. Tage 339 
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fin; they are perſuaded that guilt and cor- 
ruption are derived from the firſt man Adam, 
their federal head, in 1 whom we all ſinned. 
Rom. v. 12. 

But it muſt be acknowledged that ſome 
worthy perſons, who were convinced of ori- 
ginal ſin, as laid down in the ſcripture, have 
yet pleaded for this ſentiment. Theſe gen- 
tlemen ſeem to apprehend that it ſerves to 


illuſtrate ſome paſſages in the Old Teſta- 


ment; which, ſay they, are otherwiſe ob- 
ſcure; and particularly thoſe that mention 


the appearance of the Meſſiah in the form of 


a man, as in the days of Abrabam; but, with 


| ſubmiſſion; is it needful to exiſt in any 
_ eſſential branch of humanity, in order to 


ſuch an appearance? Hath not angels, when 


commiſſioned from heaven, frequently aſ- 
ſumed human ſhape? But hath angels ever 
partook of humanity? 


Among other reaſons againſt this! imagina- 
tion, it is none of the leaſt, and what neceſ- 
farily brought me into view of the ſub- 
ject, namely, that all pretence thereto 
ſeems entirely cut off by this reply of our 


Saviour to the Fews, who objected his non- 
age to his having ſeen Abraham, Had the 


human 


* 
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human ſoul of our Saviour pre- exiſted the 
days of his fleſh, here was a fair opportunity 
of introducing it in anſwer to their cavil; 
it was the fitteſt argument he could have 
uſed; nor is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe that he 
would have had recourſe to his eternity, as 
a divine perſon, if in any other nature he had 
_ exiſted before Abraham's day, for this his 
exiſtence had been ſufficient to ſhew that he 
was indeed before Abraham, and alſo in what 
manner he pre-exiſted that eminent ſervant 
of God, whereas our Lord gives no 
countenance to this opinion, but reſolves his 
pre-exiſtence entirely into his divine eſſence, 
or his being the great J AM. i. e. the ever- 
laſting and immutable Jehovah. _ 
| Beſides, to ſuppoſe that Chriſt was before 
Abraham otherwiſe than in his own eternal 
exiſtence in the deity, is to take off from the 
pertinency and force of his reply, and to re- 
duce it below the manifeſt deſign of his diſ- 
courſe, which was to prove his equality with 
the Father, as the Jews plainly underſtood 
him; which they who propagate this notion 
do well to conſider, 
It was in the divine nature that ha Son of 
Gel exiſted rom everlaſting, when he was 
called 
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called to and inveſted with the important and 
high office of Mediator. It was the Word, 
diſtin& from any idea of humanity, that was 
in the beginning with God. Jobn i. 1. Nor 
doth the ſcripture any where intimate the 


| exiſtence of the Mediator otherwiſe than as a 
divine Perſon, till his manifeſtation in the 
fleſh, And ſeeing he had a perſonal exiſtence 
in the deity, any other kind of exiſtence was 
| needleſs unto his entering into the counſel 
of peace, and to his ſuretyſhip engagements 


in the covenant of redemption ; yea, and if 


his human ſoul had then exiſted, it would 
have been utterly incapable of theſe tranſ- 
actions with Fehovab , as it is unworthy of 
God to imagine he took counſel with 
any creature in berlin the Plan of fal- 


vation. 


Once more let it be noted, that if Chriſt's 
human ſoul exiſted previous to his appear- 
' ance on earth, it muſt be in heaven; and 
in what condition ean it there be ſuppoſed to 
exiſt? Not in a ſuffering one; that is incom- 
patible with the peace and fulneſs of joy 
which the ſcripture declare to be in the pre- 
ſence of God. To aſſert that Chriſt was 
glorified in his human nature antecedent to 


e 
* 9 
6.1 


* * the death of the croſs is boldly to contradict 
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the voice of the prophets, in whom the Spirit 
univerſally teſtified from the begining, that the 

glory of Chriſt was to * follow his ſufferings, 
1 Pet. i. 11. In ſhort our text determines the 


| ; Point. Our Lord's pre- exiſtence to Abraham, 


and to his own incarnation, is reſolved into 


his divine nature only; and, can any thing 


more clearly and entirely ſex aſide the notion 
of his ſouls pre-exiſtence ? But again, 

Note HI. That our Lord Jefus Chrift pre- 
exiſted his coming in the fleſh, as the anointed 
of the Father, and in the character of Medi- 


| ator. Indeed theſe words 1 AM, immediate - 


ly refer to the eternity of his eſſence, in which 


alone, as obſerved, he exiſted from everlaſting, 
but one deſign, of his aſſerting his eternal 
exiſtence is to ſhew that he was the Meſſiah 
before Abrabam's day; and therefore, that 
although he was not fifty years old in the 


fleſh, he might commune with Abraham as his 


| God and Redeemer, which no doubt he did 


E. 5 


5 10 ꝛ 1s evican the by which Chrift had with the Father, 
before the foundation of the world, mentioned, John xvii. 
5. Whatever it was, did not terminate in his hamanity, 
| ſeeing it is expreſly declared that the glory of Immanuel, 


| was to follow his paſſion ; and this exactly agrees with his 


on account after the reſurrection, Lake xxiv. 26+ 
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and that patriarch, like Me/es and the Prophets, 
by faith ſaw and rejoiced in the Meſſiah as 
the Lord's Chriſt; ſo that from the ſcope of 
the place, our text carries in it, that Jeſus 
ſuſtained the office of Mediator, and Surety of 
the covenant, before his incarnation. On this L 
depended the ſalvation of the church till he Fl 
came ; indeed he came not till the fulneſs of | 
time, Gal. iv. 4. But he was the Lamb 
lain from the foundation of the world, and 
the virtue of his ſacrifice extended to the 
tranſgreſſions of the people, under the firſt 
Teſtament, and even from the begining, Rev. 
xiii. 8. Heb. ix. 15, 16. compared. And 
accordingly he faith, Prov. viii. 23. TI was 
fet up from everlaſting *. This myſtery of 
grace hath encouraged the hope, and excited 
the joy of the church in all ages, and will be 
a ſource of admiration and praiſe to the end 
| | ey | of 


1 ede the church plends, Ha. Ixiii. 16. « Thou 0 
Lord or Jehovah, art our Redeemer; thy name is from ever- 


lafling. The words are Tu Sow N83 rendred 
in the margin thus; our Redeemer from everlaſting, is 
« thy name,” i. e. ſay ſome © being ſet up and conſti- 
tated Mediator in the eternal counſel of God,” to which 
may be added, and therefore, being revealed in prophecy, 
was known and believed by the faithful under theſe glo- 
_ rious characters; Jehovah the Redeemer of his people: 
_ this was his name from everlaſting. —/iat Vitringa in loc. 
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4 4 of the world; yea, arid in own itſelf, 
And further, 
Note IV. The faith of God's eleft hath 


1 4 centered in the deity of Chriſt. A 
divine faith muſt have a divine object, and 
they who pretend to faith, and at the ſame 
time ſcruple, or oppoſe the real divinity of 
our Saviour, have not the ſame faith which 


foundation: Nevertheleſs the foundation of 


God ſtandeth ſure, and they who obtain an 
experimental acquaintance with Chriſt will | 
teſtify that, this is the true God, and eternal 
life: they freely unite in this glorious con- 
feſſion. We believe, and are ſure thatubou art ; 


the Chriſt, the Son of the living God, 1 John 


v. 20. John vi. 69. Nor is this to be con- 
| fined to the chriſtian diſpenſation, ſince we 
ſee the Redeemer was known by his great 
name 1 AM, to Moſes and to the children of 
Ifael, who, with the reſt of the faithful in 
time paſt, truſted in him as the rock of ages; 
and it is declared of Abrabam himſelf, Gen. 
xxi. 33. That he planted a grove in Beerſheba, 
and called there on the name of Jebovah, the 
EVERLASTING GOD. In a word, Jeſus 
bimfeff ! is “ the chief corner. ſtone, and our 


E 2 pends 


36 The earns! Bniftence of the 
hope depends on his adorable perſon, the glory of 


which is his deity; and thanks be to the Father 


he hath abounded in his teſtimony to his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, of whom it is not barely ſaid that 
he is the true God, but even that in bim dwell. 
eth all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, Col. ii. 
9. Once more, 


Note V. That ignorance of our Saviour 's 
divinity is one cauſe of ſtumbling at the 
myſtery of the goſpel. It was owing to this 
that the Jes could not receive our Lord and 


his doctrine: Had theſe men underſtood, or 


could they have believed that Jeſus was the 


IAM, the eternal and immutable God, and 


no other than that ſame divine perſon who 
called unto Moſes out of the buſh, their eyes : 
had been opened, every difficulty had then been 


removed, and all their prejudices vaniſhed ; 


they would then have taken no offence at our 
Lord's aſſuming a diſpenſation of freedom 

from ſin, and eternal life to them that believed 
on his name; it would then have been eaſy 
for them to have conceived how he was greater, 5 
and even before Abrabam and the prophets, 

Who were dead, although he was not yet 


fifty years old On a conviction of his 


eternal exiſtence in the divine nature, they 


. 85 . would 
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would have readily acquieſced in his claim in 
God as his Father, in that high, peculiar and di- 


vine ſenſe, he aſſumed this relation, as they un- 


derſtood him, and in a word they would have 


gladly embraced him as the Meſſiah; but for 


want of this diſcernment and faith, they ſtrange- 


ly miſunderſtand him, and put a wrong con- 


—- 


ſtruction on whatever he ſaid, and reject him 


with diſdain to their ruin. And thus to this 
day, the great myſtery of godlineſs, is God 


manifeſt in the fleſh, and to them who receive 


not this myſtery, the goſpel will ſeem abſurd. 

This is the pillar, and this is the key of 
the goſpel ; ; that Jeſus is Immanuel, God 
with us. On this principle alone can be 
| reſolved the Saviour's engagements with 
the Father in the everlaſting covenant of 
redemption, or his voluntary and effectual 


obedience to the death of the croſs: Indeed 


he was put to death in the fleſh, and his 
humanity alone was the ſubject of his paſſion, 
but had he not been a perſon truly divine, he 


could neither have given himſelf for his 


church, nor laid down his life and taken it up 
again, in the manner he did; no creature 


could have ſuſtained the weight of his 


” dreadful . when b 66 his own 


ſelf 5 


233 The eternal Exiſtence of the 
« ſelf bore our ſins in his own body on the 
« tree;” the merit of his blood, and conſe- 
quently the ſatisfaction he gave, and the pur- 
chaſe he made of his people, depends on his 
deity, without which alſo, he could not have 
roſe from the dead, nor was it poſſible for 
him to have become the author of eternal ſalva- 
tion to them that obey him. 
Theſe and other points relative to our re- 
demption by the death of Chriſt are abſolute- 
ly impoſſible, without admitting that he is 
the eternal and unchangeable Son of God, 
b hath life in bimſelf even as the Father hath 
life in himſelf; which Jeſus appropriates in theſe 
words I AM; and accordingly they who 
heſitate the divinity of our Lord, cannot ſup- 
port his proper atonement, and other articles 
of faith which ſtand in connection with this 
_ adorable truth, but entertain low conceits of 
the character and work of the Redeemer, and 
in effect, oy” the . myſtery of the 
13 goſpel... : 
| Theſe are ſome of the important things we . 
are taught in this grand and myſterious paſ- 
| ſage; namely, that Chriſt pre-exiſted his 
own incarnation ; and that this his antecedent 
exiſtence is alone to be ſought i in his divine - 
nature: 
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nature; that he thus exiſted: from the be- 
ginning under the character of the Meſſiah, 
and in this view was the object of his peoples 
faith, which hath ever centered, in his deity : 
and finally, that through ignorance of this 
truth men ſtumble at the goſpel, and fatally 
reject the only Saviour of ſinners, 

And now, Beloved, is Chriſt the 7 4 M: 0 


Doth he in theſe words appropriate to himſelf 
the eternal and immutable eſſence of God- 


head, and make himſelf equal with the Father: 3 


Hoy aſtoniſhing the preſumptionof thoſe who 


refuſe to acknowledge, but, on the contrary 
with violence oppoſe the doctrine of his deity ! 


To dignify Jeſus as man, and aſcribe to him 
2 kind of relative deity in office, or even 
with the Arians, to exalt his ſpirit above 
the nature of angels, and terminate his cha- 
racter in a creature far higher than the high- 
_ eſt of the thrones in the heavens, is no other 


than to degrade him beyond all expreſſion. 


For, ſeeing he is truly divine, what is a 
creature, though exalted to the utmoſt of our 


imagination, compared with him? The diſ- 


_ parity is infinite! When the Fews would 


have ſtoned our Saviour they, aſſign this rea- 


fon for their conduct: For  Hlaſpheny, ſay 
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they, becauſe that thou, being a man, mate 
thyſelf God. John x. 33. And do they lefs 


than blaſpheme who make him that is the 


true God only a man, or at moſt but a crea- 


ture? And is he a God, is he not jealous 
of his honor? Hath not the eternal Jebovab 


an omnipotent arm, to ſave or to deſtroy ? 


What puniſhment muſt they be ſuppoſed 


liable to, who bow not before him as the 
Father's own Son! He himſelf thought it 


not robbery to be equal with God, and ſhall 
we not tremble at the thoughts of wee | 


to rob him of his glory? But again, 


1s Chrift the 7 AM, in whom dwelleth 

the fulneſs of the eternal Jehovah: 9 How | 
amazing the love, and condeſcending good- | 
neſs of God in his coming into the world to 


lay down his life for our fins! From the 
eternity and bleſſedneſs of the infinite Jebo- 
vab, a juſt argument is drawn unto the inef- 


fable goodneſs and wiſdom of God, in con- 


triving an exiſtence for finite natures: 
What overflowing goodneſs, ſaith one, 
will appear in our Creator, who had a com- 


« plete poſſeſſion of exiſtence in himſelf, and 
d was bleſſed in the fruition of his own eter- 
2M nity 3. that he ſhould thus raiſe up crea- 
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<« were, partakers in eternity, is matter of 
*& wonder and praiſe,” Fine is the thought! 


and would to God that a ſenſe of his infinite 


and ſovereign goodneſs, and adorable wiſdom 
in bringing us into exiſtence, more univer- 
fally prevailed! If mankind was in a ſtate 


of rectitude, this would be an unfailing ſource 
of | admiration and love: but alas, we are 
fallen! yet this moral reflection may ſerve to 
illuſtrate and quicken | our hearts 1 in a view of 


the goſpel. | os 
If the overflowing goodneſs of our Creator 
in producing us into being calls for ſuch 


wonder and praiſe, much more doth the 
abounding grace of God in our ſalvation, 
by the death of his Son! This is aſtoniſning 
love and good will; that, when bis creatures 
had abuſed his goodneſs, in beſtowing an 
exiſtence upon them, and ruined themſelves 
by fin, a Saviour ſhould be provided; yea, 
and that the only begotten of the Father, 
ſhould. be ſent from his boſom into the 
world to redeem them with his blood | Un- 
utterable goodneſs and grace] that the I 4M, © 
God s own eternal Son, ſhould thus ſtoop. 


* 
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and be clothed with fleſh, that he might be- 
come obedient to the death of the croſs, to 


_ reſcue tranſgreſſors from deſerved and ever- 


laſting deſtruction! O boundleſs and aſton- 
iſning mercy and love! This will be wonder 
and praiſe in the higheſt among the angels 


and ſaints in heaven for ever. Moreover, 


Is Chriſt the I AM? then let him be 
adored. That all men muſt honour the Son 


as they honour the Father, is an undeniable 
proof of his equality with him; for the eſ- 
| ſence of idolatry lies in this; namely, a do- 


ing ſervice to any who by nature are no gods. 


Cal. iv. 8. But the real divinity of jeſus 
juſtifies the worſhip paid to him in the 
church. It is decent to fall down before him. 
He is thy Lord, O chriſtian, therefore wor- 
ſhip thou him; thou canſt not proſtrate thy- 
ſelf too low at his feet. Who art thou, and 
what thine exiſtence in its beſt eſtate ? Com- 
| pared with thine eternal Redeemer it ſinks 
into nothing and vanity. True, his name is 


Immanuel; there is an endearing ſweetneſs in 
his perſon that invites thee to freedom; nor 
is a ſlaviſh fear becoming his ſervice; yet 


con- 


1 dt 
* 
£3 3 
* 15,0 
% FM 
Oe 
FE ; 
$i 1 
2 
E 
2 
A K 
10 
3 


Loxp JzsUs CurisT. 43 


conſider how great he is, and ever approach 
him with reverence. To indulge a light 
frame in his preſence is unworthy : in thy 
neareſt communion with him remember that 


he is the 1 AM; and let thy heart be ſen- 


ſible of his infinite glory with whom thou 
art concerned. And further, 


By this divine name of our Saviour each 


one may prove his own heart's experience. It 
is a criterion of faith. True believers under 
every diſpenſation obtain /zke precious faith.“ 
2 Pet. i. 1. Now it appears from this reply of 
our Lord that before Abraham they truſted in 
nim as the great T AM. And if he is indeed 
eternal in his nature, and eſſentially divine, 
kow can it be otherwiſe ? Men may have a 
notion of the divinity of Chriſt and be in a 
ſtate of unbelief; the moſt ſubſtantial truths 
may be known only in ſpeculation, and not 
reach or conquer the heart; but can any one 
conceive how it is poſſible that ſaving faith, 
which is of the operation of God, ſhould 
leave its ſubject ſhort of a true knowledge, 
or unacquainted with the . * of 
its 90e 
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Let it be duly conſidered, if Chriſt is 
the Son of the living God, of the ſame na- 
ture with his divine Father, no doubt, 
unleſs the chriſtian faith is a blind fancy, it 
reſts not ſhort of his deity; they who are 
taught by the Spirit of Chriſt are ready to 
give him the glory due to his name, as the 


angels in heaven are commandèd to do. 


To conclude. Art thou, my dear reader, 
the happy ſubject of this divine faith? Fear 
not: with what infinite ſatisfaction mayeſt thou 
reſign thyſelf, and all thy concerns, in the 


hands of this eternal and unchangeable Re- 
deemer! Thrice happy man whoſe hope is 
fixed in the Lord God! Thou art ſafe in 

every viciſſitude of providence. In whatever 
temptation, though the ſea rore, and the 
waves of affliction run mountains high, thine 
anchor is ſure; the eternal God is thy re- 


fuge ! his everlaſting arms are underneath : 


yea, before the laſt enemy thou mayeſt tri- 


umph and ſay, The Lord liveth, and bleſſed 


be my Rock, and let the God of my ſalvation! 
be exalied, Then keep in remembrance this 
reverend and glorious name of thy Savi- 
our: Let I AM be graven on the table 


of 
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of thy heart, and upon the palms of thine 
hands, that his eternity and deity may be 
ever before thee. This divine phraſe 7 AM, 
as applied by our Lord, includes every 
thing needful to a full aſſurance of faith in 
him unto life everlaſting. In a word, it 
proves that he is before all things, and to 
be adored and obeyed as over all, God; 
bleſſed for ever. Amen. 
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